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FEW SOLDIERS WERE PUNISHED FOR OUTRAGES, SAYS REPORT
. together as It In the attitude of supplica-

tion.
Two young women were lying In the

back yard of the house. One had her
breasts cut off, the other had been
tabbed.

A your man had been barked with
Mm bayonet until his entrails protruded.
3t kl30 had hla hands Joined la tlu atti-
tude of prayer.

In the Harden of a house In the main
treet bodies of two women were ob-

served, and In another houae the body
t of a boy of 16 with two bayonet wounds

In the cheat.
llonaea Horned In Hfiit.

In Sempst condition of af-

fairs existed. Houses were burning, and
In some of them were the charred re-

main of civilians.
In a blcyclo shop a witness saw the

burned corpse of a man. Other wlt- -
nesses speak to this Incident.

Another civilian, unarmed, waa shot
as he was running away. As will be
remembered all the arms had been
given up some time before by order of
the burgomaster.

The corpse of a man with his legs
cut off. who was partly bound, was seen
by another witness, who also saw a girl
of seventeen dressed only In a chemtso
and In great distress. She alleged that

'she herself and other girls had been
dragged Into a field, stripped naked and
violated and that soma of them had
been killed with the bayonet.

Weerde At Weerde four corpses of
civilians were lying In the road. It was

aid that these men had tired upon the
German soldiers; but this Is denied. The
arms had been given up long before.

Two children were killed In a village,
apparently Weerde, quite wantonly as
they wero standing In the road with
their mother. They were three or four
years old and were killed with tn
bayonet.

A small farm burning close by formed
a convenient means of getting rid of
the bodies. They were thrown Into the
(lames from the bayonets. It Is right
to add that no commissioned officer was
present at this time.

Bpperhem At Eppeghetn, on the
twenty-fift- h of August, a pregnant wom-
an who had been wounded with a bay-
onet was discovered In the convent. She
waa dying. On the road six dead bodies
of laborers were seen.

Klewyt At Klewyt a man's naked
body waa tied up to n ring In tho wall
In tho back yard of a house. Ho waa
dead, and his corpse was mutilated In
a manner too horrible to record. A
woman's naked body wns also found In
a stable abutting on the same back yard.

Vllvorde At Vllvorde corpses of civil-
ians were also found. Tho villages
are all on the line from Mallncs to
Brussels.

Hoort Meerbeek At Boort Meerbeek
a Oerman soldier was seen to tire three
times at :i little girl five venrK old
Having failed to hit her. he subsequent-
ly bsyonetted her. He was killed with
the butt end of a rifle by a Belgian sol-
dier who had seen him commit this
murder from a distance.

Woman and Child Mutilated.
Ilerent At Herent the charred body

of a civilian waa found In a butcher's
ahop. and In a hand cart twenty yards
away wns the dead body of a laborer.

Two eyewitnesses relate that a Gcr- -
man soldier shot a civilian and stnbbed
lilm with a bayonet ns he lay. He then
made one of these witnesses, a civilian
prisoner, smell the blood on the bayonet.

Haecht At Haecht the liodles of ten
clvlllaim were seen lying In a row by a
brewery wall. (

In a laborer's ho'ue, which had been
broken up, the mutilated corpse of a
woman of 30 to 35 was discovered,

A child of three with Its stomach cut
open by a bayonet was lying near u
house.

Wrchter At Werehtcr tho corpses
of a man and woman und four younger
persons were found In one house. It Is
stated that they had been murdered be-

cause one of the latter, n girl, would not
allow the Germans to outrage her.

This catalogue of crimes does not by
sny means represent the sum total of the
dennsltlons relntlnir to this district laid
before tho committee. The above are

t which i

thA shows to have taken tdace
In numbers that might have seemed
rnrrelv credible. .

in ih rest of the district, that Is to
snv. Aerschot nnd the other villages
fmm tvhlrh the Germans had not been
driven, the effect of the battle wns to .

cause a recruoescence oi murnrr, nrrun.
niiM. und rnieitv. whlrh hid to some'

..i Hi.a ntt-- aftar rhr !oth or 21st I

In Aerschot Itself fresh prisoners seem
to have been taken and added tn those I

who wero already In the church, tdncc
Wni .

tt in the ehnrrh dnrlne tbe
whole of the German occupation of Aer
schot. The second occasion on which
tarce numbers of prisoners were put
there was shortly-- after the battle of
Mallnes, and It was then that the priest
of Oelrnde was brought to Aerschot
church, treated abominably nnd finally
murdered.

Priest's Execution Described.
One witness describes the scene

graphically: "The whole of the pri-
sonersmen, women and children were
placed In the church. Nobody was al-

lowed to go outside of the church to
obey the calls of nature. The church
had to be used for that purpose. We
were afterward allowed to go outside
the church for this purpose, and then
1 saw the clergyman of Oelrode stand -

l" headh'bctng guarded by

eYnratr,U Hrnes hi
hfSlthe soldiers on rta Ho w,

pushed up against the wall of the
church. He asKert in riemisn to oe

to stand with his face to the wall,
nnd tried to turn nround. The Germans
stopped him. and then turned him with
his face to the wall with his hands above
his head. An hour Inter the same wit
ness saw the priest still standing there
He was then leu away oy inc urrmnns

distance or anoui nny yams. o,
4vltti his face against the wall of a
house, he waa shot by five sobiiers.

Other murders of which we have
appear In the Appendix,

Some of the prlkomr In the rhurch nt
Aerschot wero actually kept there until
;he arrival of tho Ilelglan army, on Sep.
rmber 11. when they were released,

vi-.er- s were inarched to Iiuvaln and
eventually merged with other prisoners,
both from Louvaln Itself and the sur-
rounding districts, and taken to Ger-

many and elsewhere.
it Is said by one witness that about

1.B00 were marched to Louvaln and
that the Journey took'stxjiours.

The Journey to Louvaln Is thus de.
scribed by a witness: We were nil
marched off to Louvaln, walking. There
were some very old people, among others
n man 90 years of age. The very old
people wero drawn In carts nnd barrows
bv tne younger men. There wns hp of-c-

with a blcyclo, who shouted, as peo.
pie fell out by tho side of the road,
Vuont them!"

AERSCHOT AND DISTRICT.

Period III. (September).
St Is unnecessary to describe with

much particularity tho events of tho
period beginning about September 10.

The Belgian soldiers who had recap-
tured tho place found corpses of civilians,
who must have been murdered In Aer-sch-

Itself, Just ns they found them In
llempst nnd the other villages on August
25, Some nf these bodies were found In
wells, and some had been burned alive
In their houses,

The luitoi.cia rclcaccd by the Ilelglan

army from the church wera almost
starved.

At Haecht several children had been
murdered. One, two or three years old
wan found nailed to the door of a farm-
house by Its hatfds and feet, a crime
which seems almost Incredible but the
evidence for which w feel bound to
accept. In the garden of this houae
was the body of a girl, who had been
shot In the forehead.

Cnpelle-au-Bol- a. At Capelle-au-Bo- ls

two children were murdered In a cart
and their corpses were seen by marry,
witnesses at dlffertnt stages of the
cart's Journey.

Fppoghen At Eppeghen the dead
body of a child of two was seen pinned
to the ground with a German lance.
Same witness saw a mutilated woman
alive near Weerde on the same day.

26. screen. Our- - n " districts,
',cIK.,u'". .',. or
orManu. do as ndvan- -n

nnd cont.ni.e.t
w'r, to for,h. flrn, Hit

Belgian soldiers on pa
trol duty found a girl naked on
the ground, covered with scratches, She
complained of having been violated. On
the name day an old w'oman was seen
kneeling by the body of her husband,
and she told them that the Germans
had shot him as he waa trying to escape
from the house.

LOTTVAIN AND DISTRICT.

The events spoken of as having oc
curred In and around Louvaln between
August 19 and 25 deserve close atten-
tion.

For six days the Germans were In
peaceful occupation of the city. No
houses were ret on fire no citizens
killed. There was a certain amount of
looting of empty houses, but otherwise
discipline waa effectively maintained.
The condition of l.ouvaln during these
days was one of relative peace and
quietude, presenting a striking
to tho previous and contemporaneous
conduct of tho Oerman elsewhere.

On tho evening of August 25 a sudden
change takes place. Tho Germans, on
that day repulsed by the Belgian, had
retreated to and reoceupled Louvaln.
Immediately the devastation of that city
and the holocaust of Its population com-

mences. The Inference Is Irresistible
that the army na a whole wreaked Its
vengeance on civil population and
tho buHdlngs of city In revenge for
the setback which the Belgian arms had
Indicted on them. A subsidiary cause
alleged was the often made
befoie, that civilians had tired upon the
Gernun army.

The depositions which relate to Ixu-vai- n

are numerous and are believed
by Committee to present a true and
fatlly complete picture of events of
the 25th and 26th of August and subse-
quent We And no grounds for
thinking th.it tho Inhabitants fired upon
ihe ilertnnn armv on the evening of the
25th of August. IJye witnesses worthy of
rredence detail exactly when, wnere aim
how the tiring commenced.- - Such firing
was by Hermans on Germans, .no im-

partial tribunal could. In oplnloa
come to any other conclusion.

On the evening of th 25th firing could
be heard In the direction Hereut, somo
three kilometers from Louvaln. An
alarm wns sounded In the city. There
was disorder and confusion, and at
o'clock horses attached to baggage
wagons stampeded In tbe street and rifle
fire commenced. This was In Rue
de la Station and came from Ger-

man pollco guard (21 In number, who.
seeing the trooe arrive In disorder,
thnuzht It waa the enemy. Then tho

of Incendiaries got to work. They
hud lirnul belts with the words "Gott
mil uns" and their equipment consisted J

nt a htehet. a nvrlnee. a small shovel
and a revolver. Fires blazed up In the
direction Law Courts. St. Martin
Barracks, and later in tnc i nt m
UKilnn. Mennwh le an Incessant iusii
lade was kept up on tho windows of

In their efforts to escape tbe
. .11.names tne innaouams ci.muru .....

Woman Fnarltlv Shot.
"My mother nnd servants." says a

witness, "had to do the same ami iook
refuce at Monsieur A., whoso cellars I

vaulted and nrrorflen
tectlen than mine. A little later wo.
withdrew to Monsieur A s stables, where
about thirty people, wh o had got there
by climbing the walls, w era to be found,
Soie of theso poor W retches had
climb twenty walls. A ring came at
the belt. Wo opened tbedoor. SeverHl
civilians flung themse ives unaer
porch. The Germans were
uu-- nun.
new fires were lighting
bv explosions. In middle of the
night 1 heard a knock a t tho outer door
of the stable which ld ltd o a Sttle street.
and heard woman
help. I opened the door.
was co ill to let her In a rlflo shot tired
from the street by German soldier
rang ft and woman fell dead at
my feet. About 9 In the morning
things got quieter, and we took the op
portunity of venturing Into the street,

I A German who was carrying a sliver
Pyx and a number of boxe cigars
told as wo were to go to the stntlon.
where trains would be waiting for us.
When we got to the Place do la Station
we saw In seven eight
dcd bodies murdered civilians. Not
a single house In tho place was stand-
ing. A whole row ot houses behind
station at Blauwput was burned.
being driven hither and thither Inter-
minably hy officers, who treated us
roughly and Insulted us throughout, wo
were

P "i7.''prl"2nf .., ,h .'1"',rlm,,,
be wee n different bodies of Inwpa

SoV,,;.y:.even''rnhabUants' of liuvain.
,

Including a number of people of good
(the ,,"'nM 0f '"!V'ra, arB

wr" thu" ,a,"'n Herent' "W!
I found the v""""' of H'r'nt ln n,,m",

much so that we hnd to quicken up to
prevent ourselves from being suffocated
nnd burned up by the flames In tho mid-
dle of tho rond. Half burned corpses of
civilians were lying In front tbe
houses. During n halt soldiers stole
cattle and slaughtered them where they
stood. Firing started on our left. We
wero told It was the civilians tiring and
,hat w(.rt B0nt. t0 ne ffnoti The
truth tR that t wa the Qormans them- -
selves who wero to frighten us.
There wns not a single civilian In the
neighborhood. Shortly afterward we
proceeded on our march to Mallnes. We
were Insulted and threatened.

Warned nf I.onvaln'a Fate.
Tho ofllcer wero worse than the men.
We got to Campenhnut about P. M.,
and were Incited Into the church with
nil the inalo population of the village.
Some priests had Joined numbers.
Wo had had nothing to eat or
slnco the evening of the day before.
few compassionate soldiers gave us
water to drink, but no olllclal took the
troublo to see we were fed." Next
day, Thursday, the 27th, a safe conduct
to return to l.ouvaln was given, but the
prisoners hnd hardly started when they
weie stopped and taken before a brigade
General nnd bunded to nnotlier escort.
Somo wero grossly 111 treated. They
wero accused of soldiers out of
uniform, and worn to'd they could not
go to Louvaln "na tho town wss going
tn no razed to tho ground." Other pris-
oners added, even women and
children, until thorn were mora than
2nrt, They wero then taken towurd Ma-lino- s,

released nnd told to go to that
town together, and that those who sep-
arated would bo llred on. Other

corroborate the events described
hy the witness.

A woman employed ns servant by nn
old gentleman living In tho Hue do la
litalloii tho story of her ninster's
death, "We had ns usual about

hut two Gorman officers who wero
slaying In the house did not romo In to
supper t lint evening. My master went to
bod ut .10, ami so did Ills son. The

servants went to bed at half past nine.
Soon after I got to my bedroom I saw
out of my room flames from some burn-
ing house near by, I roused my master
nnd his son. As they came down tho
stairs they were seized by Oerman sol-
diers and both were tied up and led out,
my master being tied with a rope nnd
his son with chain. They were dragged
outside. I did not actually see what
happened outsldo, but heard subse-
quently that my master was bayoneted
and and that his son was shot. I
heard shots from the kitchen where 1

was and was present at the burial of
my master and his son thirteen days
later. German soldiers came bark Into
the house and poured some Inflammable
liquid over the floors and set fire to It.
I escaped by another staircase to that
wnich my master and his son had de
scended."

On the 2th (Wednesday). In the city
of Louvaln, masiacre, fire and destruc
tion went on. The university with Its
library, the church of St. I'eter nnd
many houses were set on fire and burnt
to the ground. Cltlsens were shot and
others taken prisoners and compelled to
go wltn the troops. soldiers went
through the streets saying "Man hat
gescbossen" (they have been shooting).
One soldier was seen going along shoot
ing In the air.

Cltlsens Warned te Leave.
Many of the people hid In cellars.

but the soldiers shot down through tho
gratings, some citizens were shot on
opening tbe doors, others In endeavor
ing to escape. Among other persons
whose houses were burnt was nn old
man of 90 lying dangerously 111, who
wns taken out on his mattress nnd left
lying In hla garden all night. He died
shortly after In the hospital to which
a friend took Mm the following morning,

On Thursday, the 27th, orders were
given that every one should leave the
city, which was to be razed to the
ground. Some citizens, Including a
canon of the Cathedral with his aged
mother, were ordered to go to the sta-
tion and afterward to take the road to
Tlrlemont. Among the number wero
atout twenty priests from Louvaln.
They were Insulted nnd threatened, but
ultimately allowed to go free and make
their way a beat they could, women
and alck, person nmong them, to Tlrle-
mont. Other groups of prisoners from
Louvaln were on the same day taken by
other somo early in the morning
through various villages in tho direction
of Mallnes with hands tightly bound by
a long cord. More prisoners were after-
ward added, and all made to stay the
night In tho church t Campenhnut.

Next day, the 2Sth, this group, then
consisting of about 1,000 men, women

.and children, wss taken hack to Lou
valn. The houses along the road were
burning and many dead bodies of civil-
ians, men and women, were seen on the
way. Some of the prlnrlrnl streets In
Louvaln had by that time been burned

The toother, at time.
building exercise each .ftn

rn.t,- - nrirt

conduct
ossi tants

hou.es.

corps
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the

oestruction jrr,,,, over" produced

the

"One went mad. come
children died, others wero born." On

29th prisoners wore
along the Mallnes road, and at Herent

women children nnd over
in were allowed to go; the were
taken Uoort Meerbeek. fifteen kilo-
meters Mallnes, and told to march
straight to Mallnes or he shot At 11

P. M. they rearhed the fort of Waelhem
and wero at tired on by the xen-trie- s,

but on rnlllng out they Bel-
gians were allowed to piss. These pris-
oners were practically without food
from early morning on the until
mdnBht on 29th. Of corpses

,k rnsd nm h.'irt their hands
t)ciI behind their backs, others were
mtrnp,j. v0mf had been killed blows.

jomo corpses were thoic of children
iiau ueen snoi.

Another witness, a man of Independ
means, wns at noon the

soldiers of the 165th Regiment and
taken Plnco le Station. Ho
waa grossly 111 treated on the way nnd
robbed by nn ofllcer of hla
keys. His hands were tied behind his
back. His wife was kept prisoner nt

thrn mril1(. to m.,rth with about 500
prisoners until midnight, slept In

the M)n tnat nnf, n.xt hnv.
t)g hr(rt no f0O(, RlnCP MVnB Louvaln.

towar. takfn tn rmirch ln
,..,. W(ri ,hcI, at)0, i.snn

connnrd. Including some Infants.
meN.0 f0()(, wn. ,.., W!U(r.

were taken

Ma rfl
naUel and Mr.".""V MW. When

ai Mirket the

"''". V",KnK ?. ?1 ..in.
were In horxe truckd from

which the had not been removed.
and next morning left Cologne,

Herent Darnel la Ground.
The wife of this witness wss

taken prloner with her husband and
her nuld, was separated from him.

she other ladles made to
before the soldiers with their hands
nbove their heads. One, an old Indy
of elghty-flve- i (name was
dragged from her cellar nnd with
them station. They kept
there all night, but sot free

but nfter-ar- d

sent to Tlrlemont on foot. A
number of corpses seen the way.
The prisoners, of whom there said

ImsfA lmi.n Ihnn rids nt
lowed even to have water to drink,

ihero were streams on tho way
from which the soldiers drank, Wltnesr.
was given somo milk at farm, but
Hie raised It her It was
away from her.

A priest was taken on the Friday
morning. 28. und placed at tho
head number of refugees from
Wygmaol. He was led through Louvaln.
abused HI treated placed with,
some thouKinds of other people In
riding school In the l!uo Manege,
Tho glass roof night from
th. hiirnnr. htiMnv. rnnmvisssts.(a

oxt tno pnsoneia WCre .maren".
guard. Burnt farms burnt corps
were seen way. Tho prisoners
were finally Into three groups,
and tho younger marched
Mi rent llueken tn Campenhoiit,
ultimately reached tho Ilelglan lines
about midnight on Saturday, August 20.
All house. In Herent. village nf
nbout S.OOO Inhabitants, had burned.

The massacre of civilians nt Louvaln
wns confined to Its citizens. Lai go
crowds of wero brought Into
Louvaln from surrounding districts,
not only from Aerschot and (Selrode
abovo mentioned, but nlso from other
place. For witness describes
how many womon and children wero
taken in Louvaln. there
placed In stnble. Of tho hundreds of
people thus tnken from various
villages nnd brought to us
prisoners, some wero there,
others forced tn march along with
citizens Louvnlu, through various
nlncrs. some beluir ultimately sent on
the 29th Belglun lines Mallnes;
others were tnkon In trucks Cologne

described below, ntliurH were released.
An account of tho mnssacro of miuih of

unfortunate civilian prls.inets
given by two wltnrss may bo quoted.

"We ull placed In Station Mred.
Louvaln, and the German soldiers, flr.-.- l

upon ua. corpses some
women street. fell down, and

woman who hnd been shot fell on top
of me. did not dare to look nt tho
dend bodies In the street, there so
many of them. All of them had been
shot by tho Germnn soldiers. One worn- -

an whom saw lying dead In street
was a Mils nbnut S5. nlso saw
the body A (a woman).
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She had been shot, t saw an officer
pull her corpse underneath wagon."

Another witness, who was taken from
Aerschot, also describes occurrence:
"I was afterward taken with a large
number of other civilians and placed
In the church at Louvaln. Than we were
taken to Station street, Ixnivaln. There
were nbnut 1,500 civilians of both sexes,
and we had been marched from Aer-
schot to Louvaln. When we were In
Station street I felt that something

to happen, and tried to shelter
In a doorway. The German soldiers
then fired a mitrailleuse and their rifles
upon the people, and the people fell on
all Two men next to me were
kitted. afterward saw soma on give

signal, and ceased. then
ran with a married woman named
H (whose maiden name waa A
M ), who belonged to Aer-
schot, hut we were again captured. She
was shot by the side of me and I saw
her fall. Several ottrtr people were shot
at the same time. again ran away,
and In my flight saw children falling
out of their mothers' arms. I cannot say
whether they were shot or whether they
foil from their mothers' arms In the
groat panic which ensued. however,
saw children bleeding."

Joarney to Cologne.
The greatest number of prisoners from

Louvaln, however, were assembled at
the station and taken by trains to
Colozne. Several witnesses describe
their sufferings and the III treatment
they received on the Journey. One of
the first trains started In the afternoon.
It consisted of cattle trucks, about 100
being In each truck. It took three
to get to Cologne. The prisoners had
nothing to eat but few biscuits each,
and they were not allowed to get out
for water and none was given. On a
wagon the words "civilians who shot nt
tho soldiers at Ixnivaln" were written.
Some were marched through Cologne
afterward fir the people to see. Hopes
were pin roi.ml the necks of some and
they wre told they would be hanged.
An ordrr then came that they wero to
be shot Instead of hanged. A firing
squad was prepared, and five or six
prisoners were put up but were not
shot. After being kept a week nt
Cologne some of these prisoners were

backthis time only thirty or
forty In truck and allowed to go free
on arriving nt Llmburg. Several

whu were In other trains
to Cologne describe their exnerlenees In
detail. Some the trucks were abom-
inably Prisoners were not al
lowed to leave to obey the calls of

one man who aultted the tniA
f- purpose was killed bv hivnrrt.
Describing what happened to another
oooy prisoners, says that
they were made to cross Station street.
?JS ,".uhm"S'., burnlnsr. anrt

on. nlared In hnr,,1

??t "l"Y "n,""" tne night and
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urn ami then of Herent.'
hvinpst nnd

at liberty.

"Merely Kxrcntlng
This taking Includ-

ing Of the Itiflllnnt!!
marching tlwm to various
In particular the

them to Mallnes
Cre.lt . . I

ly have done under of I

higher 111

treatment of
the eyes and often direction

the, of oftlcers
took In It.

The object of taking handreds I

' ,'. V"to noticen coses
(J (hl, ,,,, ,n wnteh humane acts

officers soldiers
mentioned, officers are
to have at obliged

carry orders for cruel action ,

ngilnst the civilians. Similarly, we find
entries diaries genuine

for populaton disgust at the
conduct of the It appears a
German officer
definitely he "was under

executing them un-
willingness." officer
being ljuvaln witness

highly man about hor-

rible nets committed te
ho "was merely orders."

nnd he himself would be If
he dlil execute them, others gave

excuses, stating that
of Louvaln had burned

..ii.irtt I. f.....
T ,hre. the

mnrrning.out
rnnspoM (all without

inquiry as whether per- -
.i . um.,1 enmmltted

wrongful were calculated
carried out scientifically

merly the
but or

authorities, nnd were due
any provocation resistance the
civilian population.

Terninndr.
understand the depositions de-

scribing happened at Termondo
Is that the Ger-

man army the town on
the first, from. Friday,

4, tn September , and again
Inter the month, about lath. The

hnd up a
before the arrival of the Ger-

mans.
Matty In month, probably about

thn 1th, witness saw civilians
Uhlans. Another witness

n.aw llielr 1I03.I bodies which In
street for hundred

utilized the
this date.

On the 5th the wns partially
burned. Oun witness taken pris-
oner In tb stroot German

other civil-

ians. About o'clock some of the tnll-e- st

nnd strongest among the
warn picked to go round the

streets Three or
carts rnntnlnlng pnrnflln were
brought and a syringe was tn
put on to the houses whloh

Tho process of destruction

began with the houses of rich people
and afterward the houses of the poorer
clnsses were the man-
ner. German soldiers had previously
told this witness that If the Burgo-
master of Termonde, who was out of
town, did not return by 12 o'clock that

the town would be set on fire. The
firing of the town was In consequence of
his failure return. The prisoners
were afterward taken to a factory and

for weapons. They were sub-
sequently provided with passports en-

abling to go anywhere In the town
but not outside. The witness In ques-
tion managed to effect his escape by
swimming the

Another witness the
of the church of Termonde

utilized by the troops
for offensive purposes. They In fact
mounted a machine gun there.
witness subsequently
In a cellar In Termonde In which he had
taken refuge with people. All the
men were taken from the cellar and the
women were left bthlnd. About seventy
prisoners In all were : one, a
brewer, could not walk fast enough,
was with a He fell
down and was compelled to get up and
follow the The prisoners had
t hold up their hands, and If
dropped their handa they were struck on
the back with tha butt ends of rlflea
They wera to where
there were In 800 prisoners, and there
ther wera locked up In the for
three And with scarcely any food.

A witness living at
taken with 250 others and kept

night In field. The prisoners were
released on the This
witness saw three corpses of civilian
and says' that the Germans on fVunday,
the plundered and destroyed the
bouses of those who hnd fled. The Ger-

mans left on the day, taking
about thirty men with them, a man
of 72 years of age.

Lnter In the month civilians were
again used as a screen, nnd there la
evidence of other acta of outrage.

Alost
Alost was the scene of fighting be-

tween the Belgian nnd German armies
during tho whole of the latter of
the month of September. In connection
with the flEhtlng numerous cruelties ap
pear to have perpetrated the
Herman

Saturday, September a
waa bayonetted In the street. Another
civilian shot dead at his door on
tho same night. the following day
the witness was taken
with thirty others. The money of the
prisoners confiscated, and they were
subsequently used na a screen the
German troops who nt that

. - n'ltti t Vi A

n ,irmy in tho town Itself. Tho
r. i ... ......,.. ,,....

occasion.

him through the thigh with h bayonet
They then placed him with --eventeen or
eighteen others In or tne uerman
troops, threatening them with revolv-
ers. They that they wero going
to the people of Alost pay for the

sustained by the Oerraan. At
this an woman of SO

completely by n bayonet,
,htr crimes on nt

AlOSt belong tO th Ond Of thS inOnttl
of September. Many witnesses apeak
to the murder of harmless civilians.

out. prisoners were placed In rrow-i1e,-
. men. worron.t lh! Corpses of
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and then they a loaf date saw the bodice of a number

bread ten and somelnf Alost. and
water. The prisoner afterward civilian! wounded. these
tuk.-- back to Belgium. In' that took refuge In tbe

das In the train, of his sister-in-la- that the Germans
almost food. Two of the dragged the people out of the
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Germans citizen of neutral States visited
open re-
threw Inside hoasos burst (5Prmrin nuthorltles

flames. Some Inhabitants i denv
UUiriC-- R

' lh. - . .....11

civil
' .

arbitrary

tellB

Orders."

dtspatch

direction
military

priwtnera

olllcers,

educated
Midlers,

executing

sanction,

neressnry
oc-

casions,
Sunday,

In
civilians delivered
fortnight

murdered
remained

civilians

together

pris-
oners

pnrnflln.

In

searched

describes

prisoner

wounded bayonet.

soldiers.

Lebbeke,

Baearode
prisoner

following morning.

following

prisoner together

hoapltal
transfixed

civil-larg- e

separated

nelglum December Jnjiuary

burned to death.
TH Una ...111- -.
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Diaries Oerman Soldiers.

disregard for
rvlilan strikingly extracts
fn,m German soldiers' diaries,

following
amplea

who sergeant
standard bearer of Second Com-
pany of First lleglment on

during campaign
the Iron Cross, says,

'August 1914: "A transport
Belgians through Dulsburg

the morning. Of eighty. In-

cluding
according to law,"

Fourth Company of
Jagers, from Marburg, states

V. 1I......tn- -

Second

no we about twen
ty time

In a light would havo
passed a

Diary 32 an accurate
took place ln :

"what sad scene the houses sur-
rounding railway stntlon
destroyed only foundation walls

HtHiidlng, tho stntlon square
captured guns. main
sticet there i Council Hall, which

been completely preserved all
Its beautiful turrets; a sharp Contrast;

nro stated have been
shot after thoy tholr
graves."

Important
contained In Plnry This

a bluo Interleaved blotting
paper, couttiuiH no name ad-
dress; ihero Is, however,

which mnkes posrlblo to spenk
with certnlnty as regiment of

He gives names of First
Llenrt. Opien, Count

Hoodcr, First Lieutenant von
Bock Second Lleiitennnt
Count Lieut.
brecht. prusal tho Prussian

ISM, that nil
these the exception
Lieut. Kngelbrecht. belonged
First Beglment of Foot Guards.
24th Ainitiflt, in
F.rmeton. translation
extrnct, grim Its Is fol-

lows; 14, took about l.OOil
prisoners; least sno, shot.
tilings was burntd Inhabitants

" ;
Aril eg n.ent. No an,
Incident which happened
rltory Lllln October 11:

also shot. Two Milan) ahot
at once."

may now up endeavor
to explain character significance
of wrongful acts done the Ger-
man army In Belgium.

a In drawn on a map from the
Belgian frontier to Liege continued
to Charlcrol, a line drawn
rom Liege to Mallnes, a sort ngurn
resembling an Irregular Y will bo
formed. Is along this T that most of
the systematic opposed to Isolated)
outrages committed. If the period
from August 4 to 30 It
will be found cover most these or

In BInnenstraat oroke who
windows of and In and

fluid and nort tl do
Into of wero
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ganized outrages. Termonde and Alost
extend, It Is true, beyond lines and
they belong to month of September,
Murder, rape, pillage began
from the moment when German
army crossed frontier. For the first
fortnight the towns and v
luges near Liege were chief suf- -
ferers. From the 19th of the
end of the month outrages spread In

directions of Charlerol Mallnes
reach their period of greatest

tensity. Is certain significance
the fact that the outrages round

Liege coincide with the unexpected re- -

slstance of the Belgian army In that dls.
trlct that the slaughter which

from the 19th of August the
end of month Is
with the period when Oerman army's
need a quick passage through Bel- -
glum nt all costs deemed Impera- -

.weiTtwV 5.Sf ".?. ",WB
treatment civilians, rape, plunder
the llke-w- ere very widely cnmmltted.

heso are more numerous and more
shocking would be expected In war- -
fare between civilized Towers, but they
differ rather In extent than In kind from
what has happened In previous though
not

In all wars many shocking out
rsgeous acts must be expected, In
every large army there must be a pro- -
porllon of men of criminal Instincts
whnse worst passions are unloosed

Immunity which the conditions
warfare afford. Drunkenness, more- -

turn even n soldier who has
no rrhnlnnl habits Into a brut, who
may commit outrages at which he would
himself be shocked In his sober mo- -

inentH, there Is evidence that Intnxl- -

cation was extremely prevalent among
army, both lit Belgium

in France, for plenty wine was be
found the villages and country houses
which were pillaged. Mnny worst
outrages appear to have been perpe- -

trated by men under the Influence
drink. Unfortunately tittle seems
have been done to repre.'s this source
danger.

Prrrrdent In History. (

in i w.r. however and
this Is gravest cbargo against the
German army th evidence shows that
the killing was car- - i

ri,i mt n orient for which nn prevl- -
ous between nations claiming be
rlvlllzed (for such cases as atroel- -

ties perpetrated by Turks on
tlulgnrlan Christians In 1176 and on
Armenian Chrlstlnns In 1S95 and 1S96
do to that category) I

nlshes any precedent. That this killing
was done n part deliberate plan Is (

clear from the facts hereinbefore set
forth regarding Louvaln. Aerschot,
nant nnd other towns. Tho killing was

under orders In each place. It be-

gan at a fixed date and stopped
(with some exceptions) another
fid date. Some of the oftlcers who
eatrled nut the work it reluctantly

said they were obeying directions
from their chiefs. The same
apply to destruction property.
House burning pari me pro- -
grumme. villages, even large parts
ot ctVi KV(.n to the flames,.. of th, terrorizing policy.

innvitlcallv killed large numbers dur- -

of the etorli of allocking outrages per-
petrated by Belgian and women on
German soldiers.

The Improbability Ger-
man contention I shown fact

after tbe first few days In-

vasion possible had
heen taken by Belgian authorities
by way placards nnd handbills to
w'arn civilian population to in-

tervene In hostilities. Throughout Bel-glu-

stops been taken
handing ovrr all flrenrma In

possession nf civilians before Ger-
mnn nrmy arrived. Thes steps were
sometime taken by police
sometlmei by the authorities.

I'rlt-st- s Often Accused.
The Invaders appear to have pro.

reeded upon that chance
..I

'
mj n COHIIIIK iruill. Kll Ullf A irvi-- H,M c

nn,

creeps nt onc. the German argu
ment, for they were likely to conround,

In some Instances certainly
confound, legitimate mllltnry operations
Willi Intervention of civil-l- .i

ns.
Troops belonging to same army

often hy mistake upon each other
That German nrmy wns excep.

to this rule Is proved not only by
many Ifolgtau witnesses but by
must Irrefragable kind of evidence,
admlmlon German soldiers them-reiv-

recorded In their diaries.
Thus Otto Clepp, Second Company of
the Reserve, under date 22d of
August : A M. Two Infnnty regl-men-

shot at each other de.ul
and wounded fault not a."cer- -

tamed.'- - in this connection tno
of Kurt Hoffmann, and soldier of

lleglment (dlnry 14) re- -
study. In such obvious

Interest soldier Is to conceal his
mistake, and a convenient method of do-lu- g

so Is to r.ilxo cry of "francs-tlreius.- "

I)nubtleis tho German soldiers often
believed thnt civilian population,
naturally hostile, In attacked
them, This attitude mind may have
been fostored by German authori-
ties them'elvea befoio lie troops passed
tho frontier, and thereafter of
alleged atrocities committed by Hoi.

upon such as tho mytli
referred In ono of the diaries relating
to Liege, wero circulated among
troops and roused their nnger,

Tho of Barthel when still In Oer-man- y

on the 10th August shows that
he believed that the OberburKoimiaster

l.lege mur.ler.xl a suigeon gen.
oral, Tho fact thnt no violence
tulllctQd on llie Inlialnumu ut Liege un- -

i.iiih. iiiir nrui

on

In- -

In

"3

til the 19th, and no one who studies
these pages can have any doubt that
Llcgc would Immediately have been
given over murder and destruction If
any such incident had occurred.

Civilians to .Soldiers.
letters written to their homes which '

have been found on bodies of dead
Germans, litur witness, It) a, way

sounds pathotlc, to the kindness
with which they were received by the
civil population. Tnetr evident surprise
at this reception was stories
which had been Into their earn
of soldiers their eyes gouged out,
treacherous murders, nnd poisoned food,

which may have been encouraged
by higher mllltnrv authorities In
order to Impress mind of the troops
as well uh tho sako of Justifying
the measures which they took to terrify

civil population. If there la any
truth In such stories, no nttempt has
beon mudo establish It. For Instance,

Chancellor of the German Empire,
In communication made to the press
on September 2 nnd printed In
"Nord Deutsch AUgcmelne Zoltung."
September snld follows: "Belgian a
Klrls gouged out of tier- -
man wounded. Officials
dtles have our officers to dinner
fnd shot nnd killed them across Is

!lb,fvSont.rn.r1y t0 J" " f""'!0
"jf- f,'" Hfn i

Kfl ?J?Ly "Jcarried on in tne
of troop3 ,errlblo warfare w)th con- -

n
whatever seems to have

b((fn R(Mucw, to rnye he,e talf,
h mfm he CMfm n wncb

llvMua, i.iRans fired on Germans,
,nn BtMfTntnt lnn, who civilian
poplatlon of Belgium was called out"
(, utterly opposed to fact,

An Invading may be entitled to
noot .jght a civilian caught red- -

ilanded or any one who though
call)!ht redhnnded Is proved guilty on
inquiry. Hut this was not the

f0owed by German troops,
They not ifom to hnve made any
nnury, seized civilians of

village Indiscriminately and killed
.m anh thuv -- eleeted from

omon'g without least
,,. innocence. The mere cry "Civ

Hl(,n haben geschossen'" was enough
to hani, 0Vfr a wnole vllage or

evt,n 0UuytlK places ruthlesa
aaunter.

Wt Knar record the instances where
thp evdence shows that humanity had
10t wnony disappeared some mem- -

)l(,r(( of ,;,,.,(, army, and that they
rPI,ZPrj t ri: t responsible heads of
tmt organization were employing them,
not In war but In butchery: "1 am
merely executing orders, and I should
be shot If I not execute said
an olllcer to witness at Louvaln. At
Brussels another ofllcer siys: "I
not done one hundredth part of what
we have been ordered to the
high German military authorities."

Crime. Sometimes Pnntshed.
As we have already olwerved, It would

t,o unjust to upon the German
rmy generally acts cruelty which,

whether due to drunkenness or not, were
(one j,y of brutal Instincts
tin tirlrl lod passions. Such crimes were
sometimes punished by the olllcers. They
were In cases offfet by acts
humanity and kindliness. But when an
army Is directed permitted to kill

on large scale,
v of wort nature., springs.,;, , ,. i,,., n,i il,.,,, of blo0(1 lran1i widespread

nn-- , form,,,nmi n,i Um license
))(,(n aonf,, t0 the eoldlens. nnd had
thfy no, ,)M,n M, work ,0 ,,laui?h,r
clv,anili th,rp woul, havt he,n fewer
of those painful enses In whlrh a de-
praved nnd morbid cruelty appears.

Two classes In particular
require special mention, because one of
them Is nlmost and other alto
gether unprecendentel. The former Is

cause snots nave neon or
alleged to have been fired, on tho troops
by some one In For this
practice no previous example no
Justification have been or can pleaded.
Soldiers suppressing an Insurrection
may have sometimes slain civilians
mingled with Insurgents, nnd Napoleon's
forces In Spain are said now and
then killed promiscuously when trying
to clenr guerrillas out of village. But
In Belgium large bodies of men, some-
times Including the burgomaster and the
priest, wero seized, by officers

a chosen the purpose and
there shot In cold blood, without any
attempt at trial even Inquiry, under
the pretence of inflicting
upon village, though theso unhappy
victims were not even charged
having themselves committed anv
wrongful and though. In some cases..., ..ill...... ... . , -......nn. na-- dk,, i.u l i: r 11 (inn

at war with Its Invaders but merelv I

defending own neutrality, guaran- - '
teed by tho Invading Power, may excite
niimztuncnt und even Incredulity, It
was with nmazoment and almost with
Incredulity that Committee tlrst read

doiKiMtliins lelatlng to such acts.
Hut evidence regarding Liege
was by that regarding Aerschni.
Ijouvnln, Andennr, IHnant and the other
towns villages tho cumulative effect
of KUCh mass concurrent testimony
became irresistible snd we wero driven

conclusion thnt the things de-
scribed had really happened, The ques-tlo- n

then aroo how they could hnvo
happened, Not from mere mllltnrv
cense, for discipline of tho German!
...my is pruvrrmnuy stringent and Its

and thnso who can' recall tlm ten- - n't
will remember that no chnrges re.

eembllng those proved by these drjioM- -
Hons wero then established. Tho
cesses rrccntly committed In Belgium
were, moreover, too wt.lrspren.i ami ton ;

unimrm in their character to bo mere
sKra.llc outbuifta of passion or ra
pacity.

Tho explanation seems
theso oxcoxses wero committed In some
cases ordered, others allowed a
syMam and In puisuanco pur- -
pexso. inai purt'osc was strike ter- -
rnr into in civil romi at on and dls.
hearten Belgian troops, so as to
cru.h reelstnnco and oxtlngulsl,

very spirit of Tho
pretext civilians fired upon

invading troops was used Jutifv
nut merely the shouting uf individual

frencs-tlreur- s but the of lrcnumbers Innocent civilians, nn
absolutely foi bidden by tho rules ut
civilized warfare.

In minds of Prussian offlreis war
seems to hnve become a sort of
fnlss'i.fj, one or" tho hlcmst funrtinL
of the omnipotent SIhIc. is u,,fas much an army as a State. Orrf n,...
Morality and tho ordinary sentiment i,;

liy Uh presence, superi(as new stuiJ.riI which Jusllili-- to (,,
toldler every means that can cniiom,to success, however shocking a n?u.rnl of Justice nnd huinaul'v h.ever revolting his feeling
spirit of war Is deified. Obeitiei i

the State and Its tout leave
any other duty or fen ntCruelty becomes legitimate when

promises victory Piochilmed ,V

heads of the army, this doctrine
to havo pet mealed oft

and nffecteil even the private . .
leading them Justify the mg r'as an act of w.ir

accustoming them slaughter tiMt
even women children become m i,
the victims. It cnntiof ho supposed t.

doctrine, for It neither s ifS,
from nor reflects mind and feel JK,

the German people as they have he-e-

tofore been known to other nations r
a eclflcnlly military doctrin- - it.outcome of a theory held by a ru ng

caste who havo brooded and thought
written and and dreamer) shoutwar until they hnvo fallen tinder r
obsession and been hypnotized by inspirit.

The doctrine is plainly eet forth in
Oerman Official Monograph on

ussges on land, Iwued under th
direction of German stntf. This
book Is pervaded throughout by th vle
that whatever military needs suckm;
becomes thereby lawful and upon Hiij
principle, ns diaries show, the iter
man officern acted. Note -- "Krlei.
branch m Landkrloge." Iterlln, 19):
In Vol. VI., In the entiM
"Krlegsgeachlchtlleho Klnzclwhi liter,,
published In 1905. A translation of thli
monograph, by Prof. .1. II, Morgan, h
recently been published.

If this explnnuton be tru ot,
mystery Is solved, nnd ttmt hlc

seemed scarcely credlblo bee mee mi
Intelligible though less pern'. j,
Thla Is not tho only that Mm'.rj
records In whlrh a false thenr d
gulslng Itself nn loyalty h
or to Church, has perverted fe eon.
ceptlon duty become a f ur, ,
of dnngcr to world.

PART n.
Having thus narrated nfrrKi

committed in nelglum. which It hj
been proper tn consider as a hoi
we now to another branch of i.subjert, tho breaches of uvir. nf

which nppear in the concur of th
German army generally.

This branch has been considered un.
der following

First. Tho treatment of non-en-

batnnts, whether In Belgium
Including the i.lIUrg

In France h)
treatment of women and cli ldren
the Innooen
as screen or shield In the "ur

military- - operatloni (di '
burning nnd wanton deMru.
property.

Secondly. Offences committed in tl
cause of ordinary military op, it.,

vlolato tho of war Rrprovisions of tli ,....
"'v " s ...i k'

t".n,'71 or
on or on It...'

Tuse ne,C'"-- r '"V""1 '

of "' i or the wh
nas'

TREATMENT OF THE
POPULATION.

(a) Killing; of
The kllllnr of niviiinn.

been already described s:it!r-.-n- '

iinun. population of l rw,
warned that on th sllirh'es-anc-

part or whole of the ci. !)

burnt the ground and the histM
from the city (n 'oig

whom Is given In prnclamv '
mediately shot.

The evidence, however, subm'f-- 1
committee with regard to e (V--

the army In Frnnr- - rr
ti that with rci-- 1Belgium. There Is no body of cv'"irefugees In Knglmd, nnd .t

witnesses have generally ln'd 'h'r cv
dence before their Hovertime-- - T
evidence forwarded to us cor.
clpally of statements e' ll- - ', n'
fleers nnd soldiers whn took t
retreat after tho bat'le ' v -

in subsequent alvm e. v.
Germans from the .r.-- e tw

covered Is relatively

shocking outrages urn
examples hero ur"
given In appendix
hs.l been through the re .

nnd taken part
Mnrne, who

In driving out some 1.
a vlllsge, states !i.t

gl'KCI l. MtTK
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